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RESOURCES FOR THE 9 QUALITIES 
OF THE DISCIPLE-MAKING CONGREGATION 

 
SPIRITUAL AND RELATIONAL VITALITY 
 
Henri J. M. Nouwen, Bread for the Journey: A Daybook of Wisdom and Faith. Harper 
San Francisco, 1997. 
 
Parker J. Palmer, The Courage to Teach: Exploring the Inner Landscape of a Teacher’s 
Life. Jossey-Bass Publishers, 2007, 
 
Danny E. Morris and Charles M. Olsen, Discerning God’s Will Together: A Spiritual 
Practice for the Church. Upper Room Books, 1997. 
 
Stephanie Graham, Steal Away: Journey Toward Spiritual Maturity. Louisville: Bridge 
Resources, 2001.  
 
Howard E. Friend Jr., Recovering the Sacred Center: Church Renewal from the Inside 
Out. Judson Press, 1998. 
 
Jim Herrington, R. Robert Creech, and Trisha Taylor, The Leader’s Journey: Accepting 
the Call to Personal and Congregational Transformation. Jossey-Bass, 2003.  
 
Peter Scazzero, The Emotionally Healthy Church. Zondervan, 2001.   
 
Edward P. Wimberly, Recalling Our Own Stories:  Spiritual Renewal for Religious 
Caregivers. Jossey-Bass, 1997 
 
Earl Creps, Off-Road Disciplines:  Spiritual Adventures of Missional Leaders. Jossey-
Bass, 2006 
 
Kirk Byron Jones, Rest in the Storm:  Self-Care Strategies for Clergy and Other 
Caregivers. Judson Press, 2001   
 
Kirk Byron Jones, Addicted to Hurry:  Spiritual Strategies for Slowing Down. Judson 
Press, 2003   
 
John Winslade and Gerald Monk, Narrative Mediation: A New Approach to Conflict 
Resolution. Jossey-Bass, 2001.  
 
Wil Hernandez, Henri Nouwen: A Spirituality of Imperfection, Paulist Press, 2003. 
 
Roberta M. Gilbert MD, Extraordinary Relationships: A New Way of Thinking About 
Human Interactions. John Wiley and Sons, 1992. 
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John Ackerman, Listening to God: Spiritual Formation in Congregations. The Alban 
Institute, 2001.  
 
 
VITAL, TRANSFORMING WORSHIP 
 
Brad Berglund, Reinventing Sunday: Breakthrough Ideas for Transforming Worship. 
Judson Press, 2001. 
 
Robert E. Webber, Worship Old and New. Zondervan, revised 1994. 
 
David Ng and Virginia Thomas, Children in the Worshiping Community. John Knox 
Press, 1981.  
 
Carol Doran and Thomas H. Troeger, Trouble at the Table: Gathering the Tribes for 
Worship. Abingdon Press, 1992. 
 
Linda Bonn, The Work of the Worship Committee. Judson Press, 1998. 
 
Barry Liesch, The New Worship: Straight Talk on Music and the Church. Baker Book 
House, expanded version 2001. 
 
C. Welton Gaddy and Don W. Nixon, Worship: A Symphony for the Senses. Smyth and 
Helwys, 1998.  
 
Cassandra D. Williams, ed., Children Among Us: Foundations in Children’s Ministries. 
Congregational Ministries Publishing, 2003.  
 
Dan Kimball, Emerging Worship—Creating Worship Gatherings for New Generations. 
Zondervan, 2004.  
 
 
FOCUS ON MISSION 
 
Alan Hirsch, The Forgotten Ways: reactivating the missional church. Brazos Press, 2006. 
 
Tom Clegg and Warren Bird, Lost in America: How You and Your Church Can Impact 
the World Next Door. Group Publishing, 2001. 
 
Milfred Minatrea, Shaped by God’s Heart: The Passion and Practices of Missional 
Churches. Jossey-Bass, 2004. 
 
Bill Easum, Unfreezing Moves:  Following Jesus into the Mission Field.  Abingdon 
Press, 2001   
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Bruce Bradshaw, Change Across Cultuers: A Narrative Approach to Social 
Transformation. Baker Books, 2002. 
 
Paul Nixon, Fling Open the Doors: Giving the Church Away to the Community. 
Abingdon Press, 2002. 
 
Ronald Sider, Heidi Rolland-Unruh and Philip Olson, Churches that Make a Difference: 
Reaching Your Community with Good News and Good Works. Baker, 2002. 
 
Jennell Williams Paris and Margot Owen Eyring, Urban Disciples: A Beginner’s Guide 
to Serving God in the City. Judson Press, 2000.  
 
 
GIFTS AND CALL AS THE BASIS FOR MINISTRY 
 
Patricia D. Brown, Spirit Gifts: One Spirit, Many Gifts. Abingdon Press, 1996 
 
Dave Ray, Wake Up! You Have A Ministry. Core Ministries, 2000. 
 
Larry L. McSwain and Kay Wilson Shurden, Call Waiting: God’s Invitation to Youth. 
Judson Press, 2005. 
 
Kathy Dobbins, Colin Harris and Doris Nelms, Klesis: God’s Call and the Journey of 
Faith. Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, 2005. 
 
TransformingChurch.com 
 
 
A COMMITMENT TO EQUIPPING 
 
Boyce A Bowdon, The Child Friendly Church: 150 Models of Ministry with Children. 
Abingdon Press, 1999. 
 
William J. Bausch, Storytelling: Imagination and Faith. Twenty-third Publications, 1984.  
 
Keith A. Chism, Christian Education for the African American Community: Teacher 
Training in the Black Church. Discipleship Resources, 1996. 
 
Israel Galindo, The Craft of Christian Teaching: Essentials for Becoming a VERY GOOD 
Teacher. Judson Press, 1998. 
 
Josh Hunt with Larry Mays, Disciple-Making Teachers: How to Equip Adults for Growth 
and Action. Group Publishing, 1997. 
 
LaVerne Tolbert, Teaching Like Jesus. Zondervan, 2000.  
 

www.TransformingChurch.com
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David A. Kolb, Experiential Learning: Experience as the Source of Learning and 
Development. Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1984. 
 
Lora-Ellen McKinney, Christian Education in the African American Church. Judson 
Press, 2003. 
 
Thom and Joani Schultz, Why Nobody Learns Much of Anything at Church: and How to 
Fix It. Group Publishing, 1993. 
 
Sue Mallory and Brad Smith, The Equipping Church Guidebook. Zondervan, 2001. 
 
Workshops for Church Life and Leadership from National Ministries, American Baptist 
Churches USA 
 
The Work of the Church series from Judson Press  
 
 
SHARED MINISTRY AND MISSION 
 
Leroy Howe, A Pastor in Every Pew: Equipping Laity for Pastoral Care. Judson Press, 
2000. 
 
Kenn Gangel, Coaching Ministry Teams: Leadership and Management in Christian 
Organizations. Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2006. 
 
Ginny Ward Holderness, Teaming Up: Shared Leadership in Youth Ministry.  
Westminster/John Knox Press, 1997.  
 
Ginny Ward Holderness, Teaming Up: Shared Leadership in Youth Ministry. 
Westminster/John Knox Press, 1997. 
 
Leroy Howe, A Pastor in Every Pew: Equipping Laity for Pastoral Care. Judson Press, 
2000. 
 
 
SPIRIT-LED ORGANIZATION 
 
Thomas G. Bandy, Kicking Habits. Abingdon, 2001. 
 
Jim Buchan, Walking the Leadership Highway Without Becoming Roadkill. Smyth and 
Helwys, 2005.   
 
Stephen Ott, 12 Dynamic Shifts. Eerdmans, 2002. 
 
Mark Phillips, Help! Our Church Is Growing. Smyth and Helwys, 2005.  
 

www.nationalministries.org/resources/church_life_leadership/index.cfm
www.judsonpress.com/catalog.cfm?category_id=35&qpath=1,12
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Lovett H. Weems, Jr., Church Leadership: Vision, Team, Culture and Integrity. 
Abingdon Press, 1993. 
 
Michael O. Emerson, People of the Dream: Multiracial Congregations in the United 
States. Princeton University Press, 2006. 
 
Danny E. Morris and Charles M. Olsen, Discerning God’s Will Together: A Spiritual 
Practice for the Church. The Alban Institute, 1998. 
 
Thomas G. Bandy, Kicking Habits: Welcome Relief for Addicted Churches. Abingdon 
Press, 2001. 
 
Worshipfulwork.org  an inclusive, ecumenical ministry designed to help pastors and lay 
leaders in their ministries. 
 
 
HOLISTIC SMALL GROUPS 
 
Thomas G. Bandy, Christian Chaos: Revolutionizing the Congregation. Abingdon Press, 
1999. 
 
Randy Frazee, The Connecting Church: Beyond Small Groups to Authentic Community. 
Zondervan, 2001. 
 
Bill Donahue, Leading Life-Changing Small Groups. Zondervan, revised 2002. 
 
Thom Corrigan, Small Group Fitness Kit. NavPress, 2001.  
 
Tony Jones, Postmodern Youth Ministry: Exploring Cultural Shift, Cultivating Authentic 
Community, Creating Holistic Connections. Youth Specialties, 2001. 
 
 
COMMITMENT TO EVANGELISM AND NUMERICAL GROWTH 
 
Helen Boursier, Tell It With Style: Evangelism For Everyone Personality Type. 
Intervarsity Press, 1995. 
 
Bill Hybels and Mark Mittelberg, Becoming a Contagious Christian. Zondervan, 1994. 
 
Mark Mittelberg, Becoming A Contagious Church. Zondervan, 2000.  
 
Tony Cupit, Biblical Models of Evangelism: 1st Century Strategies for the 21st Century. 
Division of Evangelism and Education, Baptist World Alliance, 1997.   
 
Kenneth Fong, Pursuing the Pearl: A Comprehensive Resource for Multi-Asian Ministry. 
Judson Press, 1999. 

www.worshipfulwork.org
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James O. Stallings, Telling the Story: Evangelism in Black Churches. Judson Press, 1988. 
 
Jane Naomi Iwamura and Paul Spickard, Revealing the Sacred in Asian and Pacific 
America. Routledge Press, 2003. 
 
Brian D. McLaren, More Ready Than You Realize: Evangelism as Dance in the 
Postmodern Matrix. Zondervan, 2002. 
 
Steve Sjogren, Conspiracy of Kindness: A Refreshing Approach to Sharing the Love of 
Jesus With Others. Vine Books, 2003. 
 
 
OTHER RESOURCES: 
 
Jeffrey D. Jones, Traveling Together: a guide for disciple-forming congregations. The 
Alban Institute, 2006. 
 
Erwin Raphael McManus, an Unstoppable force: daring to become the church God had 
in mind. Group Publishing: Loveland, CO, 2001. 
 
William Bridges, Transition: Making Sense of Life’s Changes. Perseus Books Group, 
1980. 
 
Peter Cha, Steve S. Kang, and Helen Lee, Growing Healthy Asian American Churches: 
Ministry Insights from Groundbreaking Congregations. InterVarsity Press, 2006. 
 
Jim Herrington, Mike Bonem and James Furr, Leading Congregational Change. Joseey-
Bass, 2000. 
 
Jeanette Yep, et. al., Following Jesus Without Dishonoring Your Parents: Asian 
American Discipleship. InterVarsity Press, 1998. 
 
William C. Turner, Jr., Discipleship for African American Christians. Judson Press, 2002. 
 
Loren Mead, Five Challenges for the Once and Future Church. The Alban Institute, 
1996. 


