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National Ministries partners with
American Baptist Colleges and Seminaries
Scripture calls us to honor God by cultivating vital, growing and dis-

cerning minds—“making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining
your heart to understanding,” as Solomon advises in Proverbs. National
Ministries, American Baptist Churches USA and its predecessor 
organizations have taken seriously this challenging call by supporting
resources and relationships that affirm and encourage quality higher
education.

This ministry enables emerging lay and clergy leaders as they bring
witness—and wisdom—to bear in the world. Today the 16 colleges and
universities and 10 theological seminaries related to American Baptist

Churches USA through National
Ministries emphasize that the won-
ders of God’s world and the dis-
cernments of God’s gift of grace are
integrally related.  

American Baptist support of
educational institutions was begun
not only to cultivate wisdom, but
also to complement other biblical
imperatives calling for justice and

equality. Among the schools established for freed people following the
Civil War, Shaw University and Virginia Union University have main-
tained their partnership with National Ministries. Another partner,
Bacone College, founded in 1880 for Native Americans, is the oldest insti-
tution of higher education in Oklahoma. 

Relationships with seminaries—begun with such now-venerable
northern institutions as Andover Newton Theological School and
Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School—grew over time and location
to include the Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico and The Samuel
DeWitt Proctor School of Theology in Richmond.

National Ministries provides tangible support for American Baptists
through the Office of Financial Aid for Studies, which offers assistance
for students enrolled in undergraduate, graduate and seminary pro-
grams. Conferences that introduce seminarians to the structure and
resources of American Baptist Churches USA are held biennially, too.

Through its commitment to partnerships in higher education,
National Ministries remains faithfully “attentive to wisdom” in support-
ing the intellectual growth of American Baptists.

For more information on American Baptist-related colleges, 
universities and seminaries, visit www.nationalministries.org. Fe
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