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A NEW LIFE 2010 UPDATE: 


DIGITAL STORYTELLING PROJECT EMPOWERS YOUTH TO ‘TELL IT!’ 


by Laura Alden, National Ministries, American Baptist Churches USA





VALLEY FORGE, PA. (ABNS)–-In an effort to bridge the digital divide between communities and generations, an American Baptist mission partnership is seeking to enable youth to learn skills in new media while telling the story of new life in Jesus Christ.  Currently the experimental project is underway at Curtis Park Community Center, Denver, Colo., a Neighborhood Action Center related to National Ministries.





Once trained, groups of youth will be deployed as digital journalists to tell stories related to NEW LIFE 2010, the American Baptist mission emphasis to plant 1,010 new churches, reach 1,000,010 new believers, vitalize a multitude of caring ministries and so transform congregations and the denomination by the year 2010.  The team initially will cover stories in the American Baptist Churches of the Rocky Mountains region.





Currently 11 youth are engaged in studying a 12-week curriculum entitled “Tell It!” developed by Signal Hill Communications, Alameda, Calif.  The course, which includes weekend intensives, is designed to enable youth to examine the power of narrative and to explore their own stories and their connection to God’s story.  Participants also are gaining hands-on experience in digital storytelling, including scripting, filming and editing.  Local media trainers are providing technical coaching.  





Curtis Park staff and its executive director, James Willis, recruited a diverse group of youth for the experimental project and coordinated the week-to-week meetings and intensives.  “We are excited to have this opportunity,” said Willis.  “It expands the programs we are offering to youth in the community and gives us resources to do what we have dreamed of doing in this area.”





Dr. Louise Barger, executive minister of the American Baptist Churches of the Rocky Mountains, and the Rev. Gordon Salsman, associate executive minister, are working with the project to develop and tell stories of new life in the region.  “We’re looking forward to sharing the good news of the new life that is happening here,” said Barger.  “The perspective and talents of these young people will be valuable and informative.  We are hoping that even more youth will be able to take advantage of this program.”  	





Stories produced by New Life Youth Media will be shared in a video news magazine that will be available in several formats, including streaming video on the National Ministries Web site (www.nationalministries.org).  In addition the youth and sponsoring adults will travel to the American Baptist Churches USA Biennial Meeting in Providence, R.I. in June to share their experiences and cover the “new life” they encounter among Biennial Meeting attendees.





“The advent of the Internet, broadband technology, and the accessibility of media hardware and software are transforming how stories are told and received,” said Dr. Aidsand F. Wright-Riggins III, National Ministries’ executive director.  “Even more important is the change in who tells stories.  We see the New Life Youth Media Project as a way to use technology for both empowerment and evangelism.”





01ABN49





 





           









































�











